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Student Introduction 
With any writing assignment, there are multiple goals in play. 
Of course, there’s what your teacher wants, what you can 
understand from the actual language of the assignment. But 
there are also the underlying goals your teacher has that s/he 
may not have written in the assignment. There are your goals 
for working with your teacher and the assignment, how you want to prove 
yourself in this particular class. And there are your goals for yourself as a 
reader, researcher, and/or writer, what you want to learn from doing the 
assignment. You ask yourself (or you should ask yourself): 
• Why me? What does this assignment mean to my work as a reader and 
writer?  
• What else? What drives me to make some meaningful connections to this 
assignment and invent something? 
• What for? What do I really want to accomplish if I engage with the 
difficult work of this assignment? 
The following sequence of prompts can help you carefully analyze your 
assignment, your teacher’s goals, and your goals. Hopefully, it will give you a 
sense of personal investment and help you uncover productive connections 
between your goals and your teacher’s. 
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What does your 
teacher want you to 
get out of doing this 
assignment?
You have an assignment to write. But what is the 
key to the assignment? What would you highlight 
as the assignment’s primary goal? Copy the 
words, sentence, or brief passage from the 
assignment that captures that goal and then write 
it in your own words.
Where is the crossover? Is there a goal that can, to 
some degree, satisfy both of you?
In this assignment, what can you make decisions 
about? Where is there room (intentional or not) 
for you to make choices and experiment?
What are the assignment’s requirements and 
limits? In other words, what do you have to do to 
successfully complete the assignment (and why)?
PLAN OF ACTION: Looking back at what you’ve 
written and learned in this sequence, what is one 
way that you will make this assignment your 
own?
What is you want to 
get out of doing this 
assignment?
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